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MEMORIALS 
Monroe 

Hearing of the Foundation’s plans, Walton County Commissioner 
Kevin Little approached Helton’s mother with an idea of building a 
Walton County Veterans Memorial, offering space in an area they 
would call the Memorial Gardens for the statue. In January of 
2015 it was proposed that the park would be finished by 
November of 2015.  Artist Mike Garman was given the go-ahead 
to turn the Maquette into a full-sized bronze. 

The statue was delivered to the Foundation’s annual Fundraiser 
in May of 2016, and unveiled at the conclusion of the race.  It was 

then moved into the Walton County 
Government Building lobby to be on 
display awaiting installation.

Under pressure from Lt. Helton’s High School AfJROTC 
Commander and his Academy sponsor to create a memorial to 
her son, coupled with so many sending the family money, Lt. 
Helton’s mother created the Lt. Helton Memorial Foundation and 
applied for 501c(3) status in 2010. On September 13th of 2013, 
while at Helton Hall,  she was notified by the CPA that the non-
profit status was granted.  

Fundraising began with the intent to create a memorial to Walton 
County’s Fallen military and first responders. A miniature of what 
the statue would look like (Maquette) was commissioned and 
delivered. The search for an appropriate location began.   

A small area in the future park was landscaped and a 
temporary structure erected to mount the statue.  The idea was 
to show those who had already donated that there was 
progress.  It was also hoped that seeing the statue outside the 
courthouse would help to spark the business community and 
generate the donations needed to begin serious construction. 
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MEMORIALS 
Monroe - continued 

In January of 2017, just as the Memorial project at MacDill was being dedicated, construction 
at the Walton County Veterans Memorial was still stalled.  One year later, however, work 
began in earnest. The statue was taken down and put back inside the government building. 

A granite pedestal was ordered and the wording to be etched was finalized.  The brick 
structure the statue had been on was demolished, and a concrete base was poured that would 
support the weight of the new granite pedestal.  Sidewalks were added to enable visitors walk 
up to and around the memorial.  

In September installation of the large granite pieces began, and by November 2018 the Walton 
County Veterans Memorial was complete and a dedication ceremony was well attended. A 
video of the park's construction can be viewed here: Walton County Veterans Memorial

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F094y_9vX5o&t=3s


10 

Joseph always had an interest in the military, with drawings of fighter jets, battle 
ships, and soldiers making up the bulk of the subject matter as he learned the 
use of crayons.  

He showed an interest in the AFJROTC in the 8th grade, as the AFJROTC 
Commander was also the soccer coach, and Joseph played on the JV team.  He 
was actively involved in the JROTC program throughout high school.  Thus, was 
my surprise when, during Open House of his senior year, I was informed by Col. 
Larry Hoff (USAF, ret.) that I been discouraging Joseph from applying to the Air 
Force Academy.  Without comment, I went home to discuss this with Joseph. 

He explained that he thought he needed to remain near home to help take care 
of his sisters, as his father had filed for divorce and moved Washington State in 
December of 2000 (we lived in Georgia).  

When asked, he said he really had no idea what career he wanted to pursue, 
though he had always been interested in the Military.  We discussed the obvious 
potential risks that were involved with a military career.  The political climate was 
heating up Iraq, and we talked about the possibility of war and a draft. Finally, I 
said the decision was his to make, but that his sisters were my responsibility and 
he had to chose what was best for him and his own career. 

He began his applications to senators and representatives, to the Air Force 
Academy and West Point.  In going through his belongings to find supporting 
documentation for information contained within these pages, I also found 
acceptance certificates to the University of Tennessee, Georgia Tech, and 
Georgia Southwestern, as he had also been awarded an ROTC scholarship to 
the school of his chosing. (We also found  several award certificates we knew 
nothing about.) Rep. John Linder gave him his choice of commission.  He chose 
the Air Force.  

The rest, as they say, is history. Don't be a Weaksauce!

Jennifer Helton Sarver 
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